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SUBJECT OF ADVICE Consultation response to Kirklees Council in respect of their 
proposed Council Tax Support Scheme. 
 
Summary: Kirklees Council has requested views on the option of accepting the 
Government’s Transitional Grant for Council Tax Support in 2013/14 as opposed to 
the proposals presented following consultation with major precepting authorities and 
the public.  The response expresses a preference for the consulted scheme, as this 
passes on the full cost of the cut in Government support to working age claimants. 
 
Recommendation: That the attached response is agreed. 
 
Consideration: Billing authorities are required to adopt local Council Tax Support 
Schemes by 31 January 2013, which will replace the current national Council Tax 
Benefit scheme.  The Government is reducing the funding it provides by 10%, and 
has stipulated that claimants of pensionable age must be protected on their existing 
entitlements.  Councils have the option of passing the shortfall on to working age 
claimants or absorbing some of the cost through reduction in other services.  In the 
latter case a proportion of the shortfall would need to be met by the major precepting 
authorities.  
Consultation was already underway in accordance with the required timescales on 
the proposed scheme when the Government announced the availability of 
Transitional Grant in 2013/14, subject to meeting various criteria in the scheme 
design.  Kirklees Council is considering whether to adopt the consulted scheme or 
an alternative scheme which meets the Transitional Grant criteria, and has asked for 
views from the major preceptors.  The report presented to Kirklees Cabinet is 
attached. 



Handling: While the Commissioner’s view has been requested based upon the 
potential impact on policing the decision itself is one for Kirklees Council, faced with 
the Government’s reduction in funding of 10%. 
 
Affordability: The Government is reducing the amount of funding it provides for 
Council Tax Benefit by 10%.  In Kirklees this currently amounts to £3,150,265.  The 
consulted scheme passes on this reduction to working age claimants not falling into 
vulnerable protected classes and equates to an estimated 29% cut in the amount 
awarded. 
 
The scheme compliant with the Government’s Transitional Grant would mean that 
approximately £159,408 would fall back on the Commissioner’s budget, after 
Transitional Grant of £71,582. 
 
Risks/Legal Opinion: The risk to the Commissioner is that if the Council agrees to 
accept the Transitional Grant, £159k will be lost in funding for 2013/14, increasing 
the significant savings already required under the Government’s Spending Review.  
Failure to agree a scheme by the Council would mean the national scheme is 
adopted by default and the loss of funding would be £373k. 
 
Supporting and dissenting Views: Consultation with the public was undertaken by 
Kirklees Council which has responsibility for implementation of the local scheme for 
Council Tax Support.  The consultation evaluation is publicly available. 
 

APPENDICES:  Public Report to Kirklees Cabinet  

Draft Consultation Response 







































 

Mark Burns-Williamson OBE 
Police and Crime Commissioner for West Yorkshire  
Ploughland House 
62 George Street 
Wakefield  WF1 1DL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
My Reference:  OPCC/MBW/JD                                            Your Reference: 
 
                                                                      7 January 2013 
 

 
Mr David Smith 
Director of Resources 
PO Box B24 
Civic Centre III 
Market Street 
Huddersfield 
HD1 1WG 
 
 
Dear David 
 
Council Tax Support Scheme Consultation 
 
Thank you for your letter requesting my view on the option of adopting a Council Tax 

Support Scheme which would allow the Council to apply for the Transitional Grant made 

available by Government. 

 

My understanding is that this would mean an estimated sum of £159,408 falling on to the 

Commissioner’s budget for policing in West Yorkshire to fund Council Tax Support to 

claimants of working age not falling within the vulnerable groups you have identified for 

protection. 

 

Faced with very significant reductions in the policing budget as a result of the Government’s 

Spending Review, I am of the view that while this option may provide some short term relief 

to those affected by the change in Government policy, my priority to the whole community 

must be to safeguard as far as possible frontline policing services.  As a result I would ask 

that every effort is made to minimize the impact on resources available for policing in West 

Yorkshire and as such would support the scheme which has already been the subject of 

public consultation. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Burns-Williamson 

Police and Crime Commissioner for West Yorkshire 
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